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costs are currently not deployed in overseas 
combat operations. Rather, they are part of 
the troop reductions set to begin next year. 
This means the FY2013 War Request and this 
bill’s War Budget are overstated by $6.1 billion 
with basic compensation costs that have tradi-
tionally been funded through the Base Budget. 
As the GAO has stated, ‘‘Costs that are in-
curred regardless of whether there is a [war] 
operation, such as the base pay of active duty 
military personnel, are not considered [war-re-
lated] (emphasis added).’’ This new use of the 
War Budget for base pay was highlighted ear-
lier this year at a House Budget Committee 
oversight hearing entitled The Department of 
Defense and Fiscal Year 2013 Budget. It is a 
clear circumvention of the BCA limits. 

As we move forward in the Budget process, 
we should aim to ensure our troops receive 
full, base salaries and benefits from their usual 
source—the Base Budget. After all, the pri-
mary reason we employ troops is to protect 
our nation, and we need to continue to use 
the Base Budget to compensate our troops. 
This bill undermines public reporting of accu-
rate War costs by accepting the President’s 
request to shift $6.1 billion in base salaries 
from the Base Budget to the War Budget. 
However, neither the President’s request nor 
this bill actually funds the DoD. So, in the 
days ahead I urge us to work towards pre-
serving the integrity of the law by restoring ac-
countability and transparency between the 
Base Budget and the War Budget. 

If we fail to bring to light any potential ex-
ploitation of BCA loopholes in the law’s early 
years of enforcement, then we simply make 
tomorrow’s challenges greater while willfully 
turning a blind eye to the oversight record pro-
vided by the GAO, CRS, CBO and other cred-
ible sources. 

H.R. 4310 was reported out of the Armed 
Service Committee and passed the House on 
a bipartisan vote of 56–5 and 299–120, re-
spectively. I applaud the Armed Services 
Committee for including report language that 
states, ‘‘[Section 403] would require that the 
[FY2014–2017] Department of Defense budget 
request include amounts for the end strength 
of the regular component of the Army and the 
Marine Corps in the base budget and not 
through emergency, supplemental, or over-
seas contingency operation funds.’’ I hope the 
bipartisan majority supporting the bill will have 
the opportunity this year to accelerate its call 
to fully compensate our troops in an account-
able and transparent manner. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
PETER VALENCIA 

HON. BEN RAY LUJÁN 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 18, 2012 

Mr. LUJÁN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to 
recognize the career achievements of Peter 
Joseph Valencia, Jr. who recently celebrated 
his 70th birthday while in service to the third 
Congressional District of New Mexico. Mr. Va-
lencia was born and raised in Farmington, 
New Mexico and received his B.A. in Econom-
ics from Fort Lewis College and his M.A. in 
Business Education from Adams State Col-
lege. He then served in the U.S. Navy in the 
1960s on the Flag Allowance Staff of Rear Ad-
miral Monroe in San Diego, California. 

After his time in the military, Mr. Valencia 
worked in Employee Relations for El Paso 
Natural Gas Company in Farmington and was 
later appointed by two New Mexican Gov-
ernors to serve as the Deputy Commissioner 
for the New Mexico Motor Transportation De-
partment. In 1981, he returned to Farmington 
to run his family’s business; however, when 
then-U.S. Congressman TOM UDALL opened a 
new district field office in Farmington in 1999, 
Mr. Valencia was a perfect fit for a position 
that he continues to hold to this day. 

Mr. Valencia has devoted his life to public 
service and is proud to be able to continue to 
serve the people of San Juan County at the 
age of 70. He is a staple of San Juan County 
and has developed a sterling reputation while 
partnering with the Navajo Nation, Jicarilla 
Apache and neighboring Chapter Houses. As 
a Field Representative, Mr. Valencia has 
maintained a level of excellence and diligence 
in helping all people of Northwest New Mex-
ico. 

Along with his service to New Mexico’s third 
Congressional District, Mr. Valencia is a dedi-
cated family man. He has been married to his 
wife Lynda Valencia, a retired public school 
teacher and administrator, for over 40 years 
and has three children—DeAnza Sapien, 
Peter Valencia III and Felix Valencia—and a 
granddaughter, Miranda Sapien. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great appreciation 
that I ask my colleagues to stand with me in 
thanking Mr. Peter Joseph Valencia for his 
leadership and excellent service to the people 
of San Juan County, the surrounding commu-
nities of New Mexico, and this country. Please 
join me today in recognizing his remarkable 
achievements and wishing him many more 
years of success. 
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HONORING FIRST BOOK 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 18, 2012 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in honoring First Book on the occasion of their 
twentieth anniversary and in celebrating their 
work on behalf of children in need, here in the 
District of Columbia and across the country. 

First Book is a nonprofit organization that 
provides brand-new books and educational re-
sources to schools and community programs 
that work with children from low-income fami-
lies. Since 1992 it has distributed over 90 mil-
lion new books to children in need. 

First Book was founded in Washington, DC, 
twenty years ago this week, by Peter Gold, 
Elizabeth Arky, and Kyle Zimmer, who recog-
nized the critical need for books among the 
children of the city’s poorest neighborhoods, 
and how this limits children’s futures. The chil-
dren of the District of Columbia were the first 
beneficiaries of First Book’s work, and D.C. 
children have been a special focus of the or-
ganization over the years, even as it ex-
panded to every state in the union and Can-
ada. In the past two years alone, First Book 
has provided more than 300,000 brand-new 
books to children across this city. 

Ms. Zimmer continues to lead the organiza-
tion today, and her vision and passion have 
enabled First Book to grow into a world-class 

social enterprise with an unsurpassed record 
of success. 

First Book’s commitment to the children, 
teachers, and local community leaders they 
serve is realized through the organization’s 
ground-breaking business models. Reflecting 
the best of social sector and private sector 
partnerships, First Book works with the pub-
lishing industry to create new and innovative 
ways to get books and other educational re-
sources to children who would otherwise go 
without them. By providing access to a steady 
stream of new and quality books, First Book is 
elevating the quality of education, giving 
teachers the resources they need to help their 
students become more successful in school 
and in life. 

I ask the House to join me in honoring Kyle 
Zimmer and her colleagues at First Book, and 
further ask the members to introduce First 
Book to teachers in their home districts. The 
more schools and community programs join 
First Book’s network, the closer we will come 
to achieving equity in education for all chil-
dren. 
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KYLER MCGEHEE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 18, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kyler 
McGehee for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Kyler McGehee is a 12th grader at Jefferson 
Senior High and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Kyler 
McGehee is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Kyler McGehee for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all his future accom-
plishments. 
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HONORING THE VETERANS OF THE 
LITTLE ROCK ROTARY CLUB 

HON. TIM GRIFFIN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 18, 2012 

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of the Rotary Club of Little 
Rock and their members who have served in 
our nation’s Armed Forces. 

The Little Rock Rotary Club was organized 
in 1913 and chartered as the 99th club in 
1914. 

As well as being Arkansas’s oldest civic or-
ganization, with its more than 450 members, it 
is also the largest. 

The main objective of Rotarians is serving 
their community, and the Little Rock Rotary 
Club carries this out through their numerous 
community projects. 
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